High Commission for
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Official News Letter
Despite the vicissitudes and vagaries and buffetings of a world financial and economic crisis, Vincentians in

Peace, Love and Fraternal Greetings!
The occasion of the launching of this Newsletter is yet another means of communicating with you and
strengthening the existential bond which unites us in love and devotion to our homeland.

the U.K. have not wavered or slackened in their support to their loved ones in the home country. Your
remittances and other material, emotional and financial support, have gone a long way in cushioning the
most devastating effects on our people.

The Vincy

We applaud you and
express
do
Issue
2 our deep appreciation for what you have done over the years, and continue to
November

2009

Editorial

The Government and people of St Vincent and the Grenadines celebrated the country’s 30th anniversary of independence on the 27th October this year. It
has been a magnificent culmination of celebratory activities which took place at home and throughout the Vincentian Diaspora. These have been times
of reflection, looking back on our struggles and achievements over the last three decades. The yearly programme of planning and scripted execution also
included the promise of a developing nation rapidly being re-defined. The meaning of this moment in our history is best captured in the address to the
nation at the Independence day Parade by Prime Minister Dr. Honourable Ralph Gonsalves. Here is an extract from the address.

OUR THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONHOOD:

BY DR. THE HON. RALPH E. GONSALVES
PRIME MINISTER OF SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

T

hirty years ago, on October 27, 1979, St. Vincent and
the Grenadines became an independent nation within
the Commonwealth.

At this very spot, our Founding

Father, the Right Honourable Robert Milton Cato, hoisted our
nation’s flag to the accompaniment of our National Anthem
in a symbolic expression of our independent status.

Three

months earlier, on July 26, 1979, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II acting by, and with the advice of, Her Counsellors of State
in Council, had issued the St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Constitution Order, 1979, and had ordered that it take effect
on October 27, 1979. All this occurred at a time when our
country was still enduring pain, suffering, and trauma in the
aftermath of the eruption of the volcano at La Soufriere in
April 1979. At independence, an estimated one-fifth of our
people were still living in camps.
It is so different on this our nation’s thirtieth anniversary. We
are blessed. Today is a magnificent day which the Lord has

our beloved compatriots who reside in the scattered

made. Let us be thankful and rejoice in it.

Diaspora overseas. Homecoming signals more profoundly a
coming home to ourselves as individuals, as a nation, as part

This thirtieth anniversary of our nation’s independence has

of our Caribbean civilisation; to know ourselves better; to

been hailed as an occasion for Homecoming.

know our history in our quest to become better, to be the

This

Homecoming is not simply an exercise of physical return of

best we can in the further uplifting of our civilisation. It is in
Cont’d on page 2
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Independence Parade



Constitutional Reform in St. Vincent and the Grenadines reaches Climax



SVG represented at the Commonwealth Fair



UK Diaspora celebrates SVG 30th Anniversary of Independence
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Cont’d from page 1
this context that we assert that we are not

better than anyone else, but no one is better
than

us;

different

in

certain

national

characteristics or dispositions, but not better.
This coming home to oneself, and as a
society, is fundamental to any exercise in
nation building, including constitutional remaking, the competitive production of goods
and services, the educational revolution, the
reduction of poverty, the building of Rabacca
Bridge and the Cross Country Road, and the
construction
Airport.

of

the

These

Argyle

hitherto

International
unachievable

enterprises have become real; they have
happened or are happening before our very

Section of crowd listened closely to Prime Minister’s address

eyes. At their core, they are about self-belief,
self-confidence, self-worth, a profound sense
of self-mastery; the embrace of the idea that despite our limitations, we possess the possibilities to achieve the utmost, in
solidarity with each other, and in concert with our friends and allies. This sense of self-belief and self-mastery is not as yet a fullytapped political virtue among our people. The extensive and intensive debate on constitutional reform over the past seven
years is, in part, cause and product of this condition of self-belief or self-mastery. Currently, we are in the final stages of
concluding a most impressive exercise in constitution-reform. On September 03, 2009, Parliament accorded the St. Vincent and
the Grenadines Constitution Bill, 2009, the requisite two-thirds majority. The Bill now goes to the people in a referendum vote on
November 25, 2009. In the existing Constitution, a steep and unreasonably high two-thirds majority in a popular referendum is
required to alter it fundamentally. Despite the negativism by the Parliamentary Opposition on this issue, I am confident that the
people will rally and vote “YES” overwhelmingly for the new Constitution. Objective observers across the region and elsewhere
have assessed the proposed new Constitution as the most advanced of a parliamentary type, anywhere in the world. Our new
Constitution is a healing document; the process through which it has emerged has been healing, despite some politically
partisan dissonance
Fellow Vincentians, our forbears have laid a solid foundation for us through hard, smart work, and sacrifice. We honour today
the memory of our outstanding leaders who have departed this earthly city, especially the indomitable Joseph Chatoyer; the
people’s tribune, George Augustus Mc Intosh; the working people’s warrior, Ebenezer Theodore Joshua; and the Father of our
Nation, Robert Milton Cato. We accord due respect to our leaders who are still with us, including Sir Vincent Ian Beache, Sir
James Mitchell, and Mr. Arnhim Eustace.
Among us are patriots who have contributed immensely to our nation’s nobility, majesty, and enrichment. We are duty bound
to lift up this select band of citizens in glory. Accordingly, Cabinet has decided to offer Goodwill Ambassadorships to nine
Vincentians from various fields of endeavor, five men and four women, namely: Sylvester Mc Intosh, Frankie Mc Intosh, Glenroy
“Sulle” Caesar, Adonal Foyle, Reginald Da Silva, Gloria Ballantyne, Anne Anderson, Nelcia Robinson-Hazell, and Genita Lewis.
Stamps are to be issued to honour nine nationals, too; and a way is to be found to honour our distinguished football team of
1979. The nine nationals are four women and five men: Sancho Lyttle, Sophia Young, Phyllis Punnett, Grace Eustace, Kenneth
“Vibrating Scakes” Alleyne, Joel Miguel, Delroy “Fireman” Hooper, Festus Toney, and Dr. Edgar Adams.
I am most hopeful for this country and this region’s future. To be sure there are awesome challenges. But these can never be
as burdensome as those which we have endured through the fever of our history. Yet we have overcome them or are in the
process of doing so; we have certainly thrived despite the shackles of the past, and 2the vagaries of nature and climate
change. In going forward, we must possess self-belief, self-confidence, a sense of self-mastery in solidarity with each other and
our friends and allies, under the covering grace of Almighty God. We must become more united and less warring. We must ask
ourselves: “Where are now the warring kings?” This surely prompts the poetic response that “the kings of old time are dead; an
idle word is now their glory; they do not return; and if they do they come back as tragedy or farce”. So, we learn from all this as
we seek to enhance our possibilities for the future. From our yesterdays we have come with our burdens; to the world of
tomorrow we turn with our struggles.
Happy 30th Anniversary of Independence, St. Vincent and the Grenadines! May almighty God continue to bless you all!
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The Prime Minister
St. Vincent and the Grenadines
West Indies
INDEPENDENCE MESSAGE TO UK DIASPORA
BY PRIME MINISTER, DR. THE HON. RALPH E. GONSALVES

Fellow Vincentians,

The year 2009 marks a major milestone in the lives of the people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Our
thirtieth year of Independence is celebrated around the theme “As one people in many lands we shape our
Nation with many hands”. This brings into sharp focus the high level of national drive towards the unification of
our people and rebuilding our national pride.

The focus on re-uniting our people is reflected through our intensive and successful “VINCY HOMECOMING”
campaign, granting an opportunity for us to retrace our history and chart the course for a new era.

It is no coincident that during our 30th year of Independence, there is renewed interest towards Constitutional
Reform. On November 25, 2009, our citizens will be accorded the unique opportunity to shape their own
destiny. A “Home Grown” Constitution is now before our people. This is indeed an historic occasion and
opportunity. Our Nation is paramount. It is built on the fundamental principles of:
-

Separation of Powers

-

Individual Rights and Freedoms

-

Good Governance, Regionalism and Nationalism

As we celebrate as a people, may God continue to grant us the courage, strength and wisdom to develop
our Nation for which future generations would be justly proud.

Happy 30th Independence!
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The Independence Day Parade
Source: The Vincentian News paper

It promised to be ‘not another parade’.
Maybe it was, maybe it wasn’t. What was unanimous, when THE VINCENTIAN spoke with some of the hundreds of citizens who thronged
Victoria Park, Independence Day Tuesday, October 27, 2009, was that the small contingent from Venezuela made a difference. Set
distinctly apart from the rest of those on parade with their
elongated helmets, military swords, back packs, and uniforms of
grey blending into a soft blue, the Venezuelans added a flare and
difference to the parade with non-traditional drills, not unlike the
countries of continental Europe.

The loud and spontaneous

applause from the crowds, the majority decked in outfits in the
national colours, was fitting of the hospitality for which Vincentians
are renowned. The Parade included the usual contingents from
the Royal SVG Police and Auxiliary Police Forces, an increased
number of details from the SVG Cadet Corps, including an all
female one, and a visibly larger number of uniformed youth
organizations.
Head of State - Sir Frederick Ballantyne, Governor General (Front Centre)
Prime Minister – Dr. Ralph Gonsalves ( Back)

The anticipated figure of thirty as formed in a drill,

was greeted with sustained applause as Vincentians, it appears,
grasp the occasion of the 30thAnniversary of Independence with
special significance.
Photos by: Lance Neverson

Dignitaries at the Independence Day Parade
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INDEPENDENCE MESSAGE TO UK DIASPORA
BY

Hon. Sir. Louis Straker KCMG
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Commerce and Trade
My Fellow Vincentian
On the occasion of the celebration of the thirtieth anniversary of the Independence
of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the Government and people take great
pleasure in greeting the Vincentians in the Diaspora in the United Kingdom. We
extend to you the warmest felicitations, best wishes, and thanks for your love and
generosity to your brotherts and sisters in the motherland.

Together, our hearts are lifted up in praise and gratitude to God for his divine
providence in shielding us from the worst ravages of any natural disaster. Of course, we face the challenges of the consequences of the
financial crisis and climate change; but with your prayers and help “our faith will see us through.”
Today at home, we have embarked on a campaign to seek a “Yes” vote to the proposed new constitution for Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines. This Constitution will strengthen individual rights and freedom; deepen democracy; provide good governance; cosolidate
and extend the independence of the judiciary; and enhance the rule of law in our country.
In love for our country, let us pray for the success of the referendum and the economic, social, and political well being of all our people.
May God bless you all.
___________

Foreign Minister disburse funds to Students

At a special ceremony earlier this year, the Foreign Affairs Minister, Hon. Sir Louis
Straker, presented cheques to approximately seventy five (75) needy secondary
and primary school students. The ceremony took place on the 13th August at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Commerce and Trade’s Conference room
Some

thirty-two

Eastern
(EC

thousand

Caribbean

dollars

$32,000.00)

were

presented to the students,
from a “Children in Need
Fund” to which a number of

Education Minister, Hon. Girlyn Miguel, in support of
children from her constituency

organisations and individuals in the UK have contributed. The Fund was established in the UK
four years ago by Saint Vincent and the Grenadines’ High Commissioner in London, His
Excellency Cenio Lewis.
This year, a major contributor has been the Men’s Christian Fellowship of the Sands Seventh

Section of the audience at the distribution
Ceremony.

Day Adventist Church in High Wycombe, who contributed Two thousand, two hundred and
twenty-five (£2225) pounds sterling from two fundraising events staged for the purpose.

The “Children in Need Fund” is an ongoing project, from which over three hundred (300) students have received bursaries over the years. Now in
its fourth year, the programme is an ongoing project which coincides with the Government’s policy and commitment to the “Education
Revolution”.
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Prime Ministers of the Post Independence period

Mr. James F. Mitchell.
1984 – 2000

Mr. Robert Milton Cato
1979-1984

Hon. Dr. Ralph E. Gonsalves
March 2001 – present

Mr. Arnhim Eustace
Oct. 2000 – March, 2001

Hon.

Dr.

Ralph

Name: Robert Milton

Name: James Fitz-Allen Mitchell

Name: Arnhim Ulric Eustace

Name:

Cato(deceased)

Born: 1931

Born: 1944

Gonsalves

Born: 3rd June 1915 to February

Political Party: New

Political Party: New Democratic

Born: August 8, 1946

10, 1997

Democratic Party

Party

Political Party:

Term of Office: 1984 - 2000

Term of Office: Oct. 2000 –

Party

March 2001

Term of Office – 2001 to present

Political Party: Labour Party
Term of Office: 1979 -1984

Photo – Present members of Parliament
Prime Minister Hon. Dr. Ralph Gonsalves - front row, 4th from right
Opposition Leader Hon. Arnhim Eustace - Front row, fourth from left
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Commerce and Trade - Sir Louis Straker- Mid row, 5th from right
Speaker of the House, Mr Hendrick Alexander- Front row, 2nd from left
Clerk of the House, Nicole Herbert - front row, 3rd from left
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Independence Message
by
His Exellency Cenio E. Lewis, High Commissioner
Thirty years in the history of a nation is a very short period and, yet, as we look back
over this brief history of time, we can truly be proud of the progress which has been
made by our nation. The domestic developments, particularly in the last eight years,
and the beneficial effects of a more defined and positive foreign policy are clearly
visible. In 30 years of independence we have overcome many challenges.

The

future will, no doubt, present further challenges which will test our resolve and our will
His Excellency Cenio E. Lewis
High Commissioner

to succeed.

The ability to make adjustments to a changing world and to our own domestic environment will be of crucial importance to the progress
of our country. These adjustments, economic and otherwise, are needed when circumstances demand change. If these demands are
not fulfilled then the speed of our development may be affected. Currently, the nation is given the opportunity to vote in a referendum
on a new constitution. The opportunity to do so requires reflection of what we now have and thoughtful consideration of what is being
proposed, taking into account the changing contours of our nation’s development. This proposed Constitution is about the future course
of the nation. There is therefore no doubt that November 25, 2009 will give, in the words of our Prime Minister, Hon. Dr. Ralph Gonsalves,
“our citizens a unique opportunity to shape their own destiny”.
On behalf of the staff of the High Commission in London and on my own behalf, I wish to extend to all our people at home and in the
Diaspora, a happy 30th Anniversary of our Independence. Let us pray that God will continue to give our Prime Minister and his
Government, wisdom and guidance in the decisions they must make for the development of our country.
May God bless Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and may our nation, in the words of James W. Johnson, “forever stand True to our God,
True to our native land”.
__________

The Supreme Court of the UK - It’s relevance to SVG
By Maxwell Charles – Minister Counsellor
October 1st, 2009 marked a defining moment in the Constitutional history of the United Kingdom.
As of this date, the Judicial authority has been transferred from the House of Lords to the Supreme
Court for the United Kingdom. The Judicial role of the House of Lords has evolved over a period of
more than six hundred years.
A clear distinction is now made between the Parliament which makes the law and the Judiciary
which applies it. The Supreme Court will also be the final court of appeal and will hear civil appeal
cases from England, Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland, as well as criminal cases from England,
Wales and Northerrn Ireland.

It takes over the devolution of the Judicial Committee of the Privy

Council (JCPC). It must be noted the Privy Council would continue to be the final court of appeal

Maxwell Charles – Minister Counsellor

for certain Commonwealth countries, including St. Vincent and the Grenadines which uses the
Privy Council as its final court of appeal in its civil and criminal cases under its present constitution.

The Caribbean Community also has its own final appellate court the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ).

The CCJ as the highest appellate court

in the Caribbean Community rules on Civil and Criminal matters in Barbados and Guyana. St. Vincent and the Grenadines is but a few days away
from holding a referendum on our proposed new consititution. A 2/3 majority would make provision for Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to
become a full signatory to the CCJ.
It is of interest to note that before taking up the office of President of the newly formed Supreme Court, Lord Phillips (the then Chief Justice of the
UK) is quoted as saying that he is searching for ways to curb the “disproportionate” time he and his fellow Chief Justices spend on hearing legal
appeals from independent Commonwealth countries. Could Lord Phillips be giving our independent Commonwealth nations a subtle message
that it is high time for us to take on the full mantle of independence? His message to such countries becomes clearer when he wishes that these
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independent countries “would stop using the Privy Council and set up their own fianl courts of appeal instead”. It is highly possible that decisions
in the near future could force most of our Caribbean States to make use of their own final appelate Court – CCJ. St Vincent and the Grenadines
leads the way in this regard by holding its referendum which can effect the required Constitutional change. ***

CONSTITUTION REFORM IN ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES reaches climax
In 2003, the parliament of St Vincent and the Grenadines initiated
proceedings for a review of the present constitution with a view to instituting
reform if deemed to be both parliamentary and popular will. A
Constitutional Review Committee (CRC) was established, comprising
representatives of the political parties and most non-governmental
organisations operating at a national level. The series of consultations were
comprehensive and far-reaching. Discussions were held in every available
forum, including the Diaspora – England, Canada, USA, Virgin Islands,
Trinidad and Barbados. After the debate in Parliament, of the CRC’s report,
a

Constitutional

Review

Steering

Commission

was

established under
Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves announced that the
constitution referendum will take place on November 25th

the chairmanship
of lawyer Parnel

Campbell Q.C. A draft revised constitution was laid before the Parliament
and debated in September, 2009. On September 16, 2009, Parliament voted
by 12 votes to 3 to pass the Constitution 2009 bill. As required by the existing
Constitution, a referendum [slated for November 25, 2009] is to take place. A
majority vote of 66.67% of the votes cast in the referendum is required to have
the Constitution Bill enacted.

Here are some of the salient differences

between the existing and the proposed constitutions.

Existing Constitution

Vincentians listened to the debates at the House of
Assembly (Photo: Lance Neverson)

Proposed Constitution

The Head of

The Queen of the United Kingdom is the Head

The President elected by the Parliament on the recommendation

State

of State represented by the Governor General

of the Prime Minister and after consultation with the Minority
Leader [ leader of the opposition]

Election

The 15 representatives are elected by

17 representatives shall be elected by obtaining a majority vote at

/Selection as a

obtaining a majority vote in the constituency

the constituency elections [First Past the Post}. 10 Party

member of

election held when general elections [or a by-

Representatives shall be appointed from a slate of candidates

parliament

election] are called. Four (4)Senators are

nominated by each contesting political party. On a proportional

appointed by the Prime Minister and two (2)

representation basis, each party will be able to have a senator

by the Leader of the Opposition

appointed for every 10% of the popular vote garnered.

Calling general

General elections can be called at anytime [

General elections can only be called under ordinary

elections

within five years and three months] at the

circumstances after a Parliamentary life of four years and nine

discretion of the Prime Minister by advising the

months have elapsed but not yet five years .

Governor General to prorogue Parliament.
Final Appellate

The Privy Council of the House of Lords is the

The Privy Council shall be replaced by the Caribbean Court of

Court

final court of appeal

Justice
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UK and SVG Schools for children with Special educational needs,
establish formal link.
Earlier this year, the Avenue School (Reading UK) for children with special
educational needs (Reading UK) and the Bequia Sunshine School (SVG)
with similar purpose, were formally Linked. The occasion was marked with
the handing over of a plaque by the Head Teacher for the Avenue
School, Ms. Sue Bourne, to the Governor General of St Vincent and the
Grenadines, Sir Frederick Ballantyne GCMG, who received it on behalf of
the Bequia Sunshine School.

MS. Sue Bourne, upon her first visit to the

island of Bequia, became very intereseted in helping the Bequia Sunshine
School.
In September 2008, Sue donated a cheque of £3000. rasied by the staff
and children of the Avenue School, for the Sunshine School. The cheque
was received by H.E. Cenio Lewis and later presented to the Bequia
Sunshine School by Sir Frederick Ballantyne GCMG.
Sue Bourne presenting Plaque to GG Sir Frederick Ballantyne

Sue has developed a keen interest, not only in strengthening the links
between the Avenue School and the Bequia Sunshine School, but also in establishing links with other schools with similar purpose.
H.E. Mr. Cenio Lewis, High Commissioner, on behalf of the government of St Vincent and the Grenadines would like to thank Ms. Sue Bourne and
her staff for the genuine interest they have shown in helping children with special education needs, in St Vincent and the Grenadines.

The High

Commissioner also wishes to congratulate Ms. Sue Bourne on winning the award, Council Worker of the year, in the leadership category of Local
Government Association Awards.***
____________

H.E. Cenio Lewis shows support for Taiwan
His

Excellency,

Commissioner

for

Cenio
St

Lewis,

Vincent

and

High
the

Grenadines to the UK responded to an
invitation by the Taipei Represenaive Office in
London, earlier this year. The invitation was
for High Commissioner Lewis to attend a fund
raising tea party in aid of the victims of
Typhoon

Morakot

which

caused

much

devastation to the State of Taiwan Last July.
Also present at the fund raising event were
representatives from other High Commissions
and Embassies in London.

His Excellency,

Cenio Lewis, on behalf of the Government
and

people

of

St

Vincent

and

H. E. Cenio E. Lewis with H.E. Siao-Yue Chang - 4th from left

the

Grenadines, presented a cheque to H.E. SiaoYue Chang, Represntative of the Taipei Representative Office. He also took the opportunity to express on behalf of the government of
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, appreciation of the cordial relations which exist between Taiwan and St Vincent and the Grenadines.
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National Homecoming Conference, Business Forum, ICT Forum & EXPO
The Regional Integration Diaspora Unit (RIDU) hosted a Homecoming
Conference, Business Forum, and ICT Forum & EXPO on 21st October,
2009 at the National Library Complex. The event brought persons from
the Diaspora home to reconnect and make plans to strengthen ties
between Vincentians here and abroad. Head of RIDU, Ambassador
Ellsworth John, stated that during the past year they have established
or strengthened twenty-five (25) local community groups through out
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, by engaging in educational, cultural,
and/or religious functions to launch Vincy Homecoming activities this
year.

Ambassador John said that the Vincy Homecoming committee

regenerated much interest in the Diaspora.

He said that “all

Vincentians must be engaged in the process as we learn from the past
while defining the process of our own identity from the encumbrance

Ambassador Ellsworth John (Inset) addressing the conference

imposed on our minds from the history books written by outsiders, but
clearly still influence the way we think of ourselves.”

Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves delivered the key note address titled
“Reclamation and Homecoming.” He urged the gathering to reclaim,
on this 30th Anniversary of Independence, aspects of Vincentian culture
that have been lost by cultural imperialism, and through neglect. Dr.
Gonsalves said that Vincentians must at a point come home to
themselves so as not to desecrate their future.

According to Dr.

Gonsalves, the British has never accepted or acknowledged their
genocidal crime to humanity, and our people were never offered
compensation for crimes perpetrated against them. He stressed that
the topic of “Reclamation and Homecoming” cannot be discussed
unless reparations are also mentioned. Prime Minister Gonsalves vowed
to keep reparations on the agenda all the time. Dr. Gonsalves paid
tribute to our forebears, and said that they should be honoured
appropriately. He stated that five (5) men and four (4) women will
receive Good Will Ambassadorships and receive Diplomatic Passports.
They are as follows: Sylvester Mc Intosh, Frankie Mc Intosh, Glenroy
“Sulle” Caesar, Adonal Foyle, Reginald Da Saliva, Gloria Ballantyne,
Ann Anderson, Nelcia Robisnon-Hazell and Jenita Lewis.

Four (4) women and five (5) men will have their image engraved on
stamps: Sancho Lyttle, Pyhllis Punnett, Sophia Young, Joel Miguel,
Grace Eustace, Kenneth “Scathes” Alleyne, Delroy “Fireman” Hooper,
Festus Toney, and Dr. Edgar Adams.

These stamps will be issued over

the next several months in batches. Prime Minister Gonsalves expressed

Students of the Girls High School and Boys Grammar School
attended the opening of the Conference

gratitude to these persons for their service on behalf of the
Government and People of St. Vincent and the Grenadines and their
forebears.

Other events organized by the National Homecoming Committee included Homecoming Miss Heritage Pageant; International Day - Friends of
SVG; National Church Service, Day Excursion to Bequia, and Cool Riderz Moto Cross Nostalgia; Independence Showcase; Independence Parade
and Basil Charles Education Foundation Black and White Homecoming Ball.***
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St Josephs Convent Marriaqua wins Miss Heritage Pageant
As part of this year’s Homecoming celebrations, the first ever
national Secondary schools Miss Heritage pageant was held on
October 23 at the Arnos Vale Playing Field. The very talented
Ackelia Cornwall of the St Josephs Convent Marriaqua got the
judges nod in a contest that was deemed by many to be of a
high standard. It was the first time that a show of this nature was
held at the Arnos Vale Playing Field and an appreciative crowd
of over 3,000 patrons turned up to witness history in the making.
Ackelia’s coup de grace was her performance of the calypso
“Perseverance” which was made popular by Gerald “Rasum
“Shallow.
Shanique Browne of the Thomas Saunders secondary school was
adjudged the first runner-up. Tish-suzette McCoy of the North
union Secondary School won the third position with Shellian
Ballantyne of the Sandy Bay Secondary School taking up the
fourth place.
The evidence of many months of preparation was seen in what
was clearly a well-organised event. Much credit must be given
to the teachers of the Girls High School and other members of
the Pageant committee.

____________

Vincentian Soca Artistes perform in London (UK)
Vincentian nationals in the UK took advantage of the opportunity to
see performances from Vincentian soca artistes
Fireman Hooper, Luta and Jamesy P.

Skinny Fabulous,

During the month of the

independence of St Vincent and the Grenadines this year, the
artistes were visiting the UK specifically for the purpose of providing
guest performances at organised independence dance in London.
The High Commissioner, H.E. Cenio Lewis, attended the dance and
was pleased to formally meet the Artistes. He took the opportunity to
express his appreciation for their visit. He aslo commented on the
quality of their performance and stated that St Vincent and the

H.E. Cenio Lewis meets Jamesy P.

Grenadines has a wealth of talent.
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UK Diaspora celebrates 30th Anniversary of Independence with Dinner and Dance

Dinner reception, and dance: H.E. Cenio Lewis (inset) addressed the audience
Some 240 Vincentian nationals, friends and well-wishers turned out to the successful independence dinner and dance on
October 31st hosted at the by the High Commission, at the Holiday Inn, Kensington Forum in London. The dinner was preceded
by cocktails and words of welcome by His Excellency, High Commissioner Cenio Lewis. Following the sumptuous meal of West
Indian and English cuisine, guests were invited to an adjacent room where an award ceremony took place.

Four Vincentian

Toasting to St Vincent and the Grenadines 30th Anniversary of Independence
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Left: Ms. Gloria Jack receiving
her award

Right: Ms. Carlini receiving
her award

Right: Denzil Winsborrow receiving
award on behalf of Vibert Cornwall

Right: Ms. Shirla Philogene
receiving her award

nationals, among the many who have done outstanding community work, were recognised for their service and
accomplishments. The distinguished awardees were: Ms. Gloria Jack of Reading, Ms. Irma Carlini of Hampshire, Mr. Vibert
Cornwall of Coventry, and Ms. Shirla Philogene of London. The High Commissioner publicly expressed common sentiment that
these four Vincentians should be recognised for their excellent service to the
Diaspora and to their country. Following the presentation of awards, and a raffle of
prizes including LIAT return tickets for two (Barbados - St Vincent - Barbados) the
event culminated quite splendidly with entertainment of steel band music,
limbo and then dancing to popular Caribbean music.

Denzil (LAD) Winsboro, president of the New London Association, made surprise
presentations of bouquets of flowers and gifts to the female and male members of
staff of the High Commission respectively.

Winner of the top raffle prize, Ms Judith
Somerville receiving LIAT return tickets to
SVG.

It was a successful function as acknowledged by most attendees, who parted at
1:00 a.m. quite satisfied.

Nationals on the dance floor moving to the tunes of Vincy music
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St. Vincent and the Grenadines represented at
2009 Commonwealth Fair
LONDON,

17

October

2009:

St

Vincent and the Grenadines was one of the many countries
represented

at

the

Commonwealth

Fair

2009

which

showcased an array of sounds, tastes, aromas and sights of
the Commonwealth.
The

annual

fair,

which

is

organised

by

the

charity

Commonwealth Countries League (CCL), raises funds to
sponsor the education of schoolgirls in the Commonwealth.
The CCL currently sponsors nine (9) girls in St Vincent and the
Grenadines.
H.E. Mr Cenio E. Lewis, High Commissioner said ‘The
Commonwealth Fair is a unique charity event which not only
supports a worthy cause (the sponsorship of schoolgirls) but
also

promotes

the

products and culture of countries which take part. The event provides the opportunity for Vincentian products and businesses in St
Vincent and the Grenadines and the Diaspora to be displayed’.
Bernice Barton of the High Commission for St Vincent and the Grenadines coordinated both Vincentian Stalls at the Event: cuisine as
well as the crafts and productions. The other members of the High Commission staff who assisted on the day were Marsena
Ballantyne, Sylma Small-Douglas , Carolin de Freitas-Sawh, and His Exellency Cenio Lewis.
The High Commission for St. Vincent and the Grenadines would like to thank everyone who supported the event, particularly, Zita
Sandy, Ladd Winsborrow, Doris Charles, Grace Williams, Ita Lewis, Florine Charles, Julianna Sandy (Luscious Cakes), Douglas David
Alexander (First Impressions Catering); Ossie Frank (Vincy Foods) and WIBDECO who either assisted on the Vincentian stalls and/or
provided products for sale at the Fair.

The Immigration Desk
Requirements for Vincentian Passport Holders Visiting the UK
Currently, persons travelling on Vincentian passports are not required to obtain General Visitor’s visas prior to arrival in UK. Visitors
to the UK must satisfy the UK Border Agency that they are genuine visitors. Persons travelling to the UK on Vincentian passports
are required to obtain the appropriate Visa for ‘Entry Clearance’ prior to arrival if they intend to:

 visit the UK for more than 6 months;
 take up employment, produce goods or provide services, including the selling of goods or services direct to members of
the public;

 undertake a course of study;
 settle in the UK (temporarily or permanently);
 marry or form a civil partnership, or give notice of marriage or civil partnership;
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It is also recommended that those who have been refused entry to/ deported / removed from, the UK or another country
should also apply for Entry Clearance prior to arrival. Persons travelling on Vincentian passports, wishing to enter the UK and
carry out the activities of a Business Visitor, Sports Visitor or Medical Visitor will need to make their intentions clear on arrival and
provide UK Border Agency with the specific documentation as listed on the Home Office Website. Nationals of St Vincent and
the Grenadines should note that persons entering the UK as Visitors are not permitted to change their visitor status while in the
UK. Such persons will be required to return to their usual country of residence and submit their application for the appropriate
visa /entry clearance from there.

More information about visiting the UK can be found at http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/visitingtheuk/visitors/

____________

High Commissioner pays special visit to Coventry
At the invitation of Mr. Vibert Cornwall, Chairman of
SVGA

Coventry,

H.E.

Mr.

Cenio

E.

Lewis,

High

Commissioner for St. Vincent and the Grenadines to the
UK, spent a full and active day in Coventry UK,
attending various official engagements. The High
Commissioner was accompanied by the Mission's
Counsellor, Carolin de Freitas-Sawh and representatives
of SVGA Coventry.
The visit commenced with the delegation meeting
three pioneering Vincentian residents of Coventry;
namely: Mr. & Mrs. Young and Mrs. Matthews. The High
Commissioner extended greeting from the Honourable
Prime Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister. His
Excellency

personally

thanked

them

for

their

contribution to the development of St Vincent and the
Grenadines and the Vincentian Diaspora in the UK. He

Left to right: Syletha Clark, Ken Mathews, Vanessa Mercury, High
Commissioner, H.E. Mr Cenio E. Lewis, Lord Mayor of Coventry,
Carolin de Freitas, Vibert Cornwall Paul Clark

also presented bouquets to Mrs. Young and Mrs.
Matthews.
The Delegation briefly visited the Herbert Art Gallery
where the High Commissioner was presented with a
copy of a DVD documenting the contribution made
by Vibert Cornwall (aka Ray King) to Coventry's
music heritage. The DVD made particular reference
to the revival of 'Ska' (known in the UK as 2-Tone) in
the late 70's and highlights the contributions made
by

ethnic

minorities

in

development of Coventry.

the

growth

and

the

The DVD is part of an

especially commissioned series for distribution to
local schools.
The High Commissioner also paid special visit to the
Lord Mayor of Coventry at Council House. The Lord
Mayor gave the delegation a tour of the historical

The 2-tone event

building and presented the High Commissioner and
the other delegates with a variety of mementos to
remind them of their visit. Marking the birth place of '2-Tone' music, a plaque which celebrates 30 years of '2-Tone' was unveiled
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at 'Art Space', a youth centre formally run by Vibert Cornwall during the 70's and 80's. The unveiling of the Plaque was done by
His Excellency Cenio Lewis and the lord mayor of Coventry. The High Commissioner paid tribute to Cornwall's influence on the
local youth in encouraging them to develop their musical talent, and the positive effect '2-Tone' had on race relations. He said
"This is significant for what 2-Tone means to the people who come from the Caribbean to Coventry. It shows how music can be
used to build community relations'."
The High Commissioner’s final scheduled visit was to the UK operational Office of Vincy Foods Company. Ossie Frank discussed
developments in the company's progress and planned product expansion. On display was a selection of Vincentian products.
The High Commissioner thanked Mr. Frank for Vincy Foods' continual promotion of Vincentian products in the UK.
The members of the SVGA Coventry delegation who accompanied the High Commissioner and Counsellor during their visit to
Coventry were: Mr. Vibert Cornwall, Chairman; Ms Syletha Clark, Vice Chair; Paul Clark, Secretary; Vanessa Mercury, Welfare
Officer and Ken Matthews, Entertainment Secretary. ***

COVENTRY SVG ASSOCIATION SOCIAL EVENING
VINCY HOMECOMING 2009 EVENT
Earlier this year, the Coventry St. Vincent and the
Grenadines
Evening

on

Association
27th

July

held

their

2009 at the

annual

Social

West Indian

Community Centre, Spon Street, Coventry. By all
reports, the event which focused most attention on
Vincy Homecoming 2009, was a resounding success.

Notable attendees were the Worshipful Lord Mayor of
Coventry - Councilor Jack Harrison and his wife Jill;
Labour MP for Coventry South - Mr. Jim Cunningham;
Deputy High Commissioner of Barbados - Mr. Donville
Johnson; the Chairman of Birmingham SVG Association
and

P.R.O of

the

National

Committee

of

SVG

Associations UK - Mr. Lennox Da Silva; and the

Front Row, Left to right: Lady Mayoress – Jill Harrisson, Vibert Cornwall,
Lord Mayor - Jack Harrisson, Labour MP Jack Cunningham and Deputy
High Commissioner of Barbados – Donville Johnson

Chairman of the Barbados Coventry Association - Mr.
Percy Robinson. His Excellency Mr. Cenio E Lewis CMG,
High Commissioner for St Vincent and the Grenadines
to the UK was unable to attend as he was performing
duties in St Vincent and the Grenadines.

Mr. Cornwall addressed the gathering. His remarks
centred on the Vincy Homecoming events as well as
on developments taking place in St Vincent and the
Grenadines.

The Deputy High Commissioner of

Barbados, Mr. Donville Johnson, said that he had visited
St Vincent and the Grenadines on several occasions
and that he knew Prime Minister Gonsalves very well.
He spoke at length on the intended Air Passenger Tax
which the British Government is due to bring into effect
on 1st November 2009. This, he said, was an unjust tax

Dasent Henry entertaining the audience

which would effect Caribbean Nationals with higher air
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fares. He also invited persons present, to lobby their Ministers of Parliament to have the tax revoked.
The Lord Mayor of Coventry in his remarks also spoke of his visit to St Vincent and the Grenadines on three different occasions and
his intention to return. He also cited interesting anecdotes about his experiences and acquired friendships established on these
visits.
A quiz was also held mainly on general knowledge of St Vincent and the Grenadines. Several prizes were awarded to the winning
contestants. Decent Henry had the audience in stitches of laughter with his stand up comedy routine while the ever popular socaartist Prince Marcus, recited some of his poetic work.
By consensus, it was an enjoyable evening with Vincentians and friends exchanging stories of the days gone by. Perhaps the
hottest topic discussed was the Argyle International Airport and the advantages of direct flights to St Vincent and the Grenadines.
Photographs of the Argyle International Airport, amongst other projects of the latest developments in Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, were on display. The evening concluded with requests from the gathering for the Coventry SVG Association to hold
this Social Evening twice a year instead of annually. ***

Meet a Vincy – Ms. Gloria Jack
Gloria Jack, born in Belmont St Vincent and the Grenadines, some 21 + years ago,
graduated from the Emmanuel High School in Kingstown. With much compassion at an
early age, Gloria knew she wanted to be a nurse and decided 40 years ago to migrate to
the UK to have a career in caring for people. Gloria successfully completed her training as
a nurse at one of London’s top hospitals and then moved to be closer to fellow Vincentians
and family members in Reading, where she still lives and works as a manager in the NHS
Trust. She has never lost sight of her roots and visits her family “the Sandy’s and her brother
Pajack” still living in Belmont. Keen on education, Gloria acquired her Diploma in Health
Care Practice at Sheffield University so that she could better serve her community. Over the
many years, Gloria has been the Treasurer of Organisation for Sickle Cell Anemia Research
‘OSCAR’, a member, and now the current Vice Chair of Reading Council for Racial Equality
“RCRE”, the current Vice Chair of the local Black and Ethnic Minority Group, “BME”, the
Branch Secretary to both the Confederation of Health Service Employees “COHSE” and Public Service Union “UNISON”, and the
local union representative for her NHS Trust, to name just a few. Gloria has also, on three different occasions, represented
UNISON as a delegate speaker to the Labour party Conferences at Brighton and Bournemouth UK. Gloria has also served as a
member and former Chair of the National Committee for St Vincent and the
Grenadines (NCSVGA (UK). Her contribution continues as the ever dynamic Chair
of the St Vincent and the Grenadines Association in Reading (SVGA Reading)
where she takes every opportunity to sing the praises for the members in their
togetherness and support for family and friends back in St Vincent and the
Grenadines.

Gloria has achieved much success as a well established and acclaimed leader in
the community, some of which are very dear to her, including the public
acknowledgement and presentation award for best contributor to local health.

Mrs. Gloria Jack presenting gifts to Prime
Minister Gonsalves & Mrs. Gonsalves

Much credit can also be given to ‘Tantie Gloria’ (as she is known) for her
instrumental role in the recruitment of many Vincentian nurses to live and work in the UK.

Still enthusiastic, Gloria can cite, as

one of her proudest moments, was to have the Prime Minister Hon. Dr. Ralph E. Gonsalves and Mrs. Gonsalves as guests of
honour at the Independence Dance in Reading in September 2008. Gloria will tell you in her favourite saying. “I am only one
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person with one vote” but we know Gloria to be much more than that, Gloria is generous, energetic, funny, a leader and very
caring person. Gloria gets all of our votes.

SVG London Association Host Quiz Night
It is often said that “home is where
the heart is”, and
sentiment

this was the

expressed

by

most

Vincentian Nationals present at the
quiz night hosted by SVG London
Association,

on

saturday

26th

September, 2009, at the offices of
the
Some

High

Commission,

nationals

London.

displayed

much

patriotism in their discussions while
others spoke of their intention to
return home for Independence and
Christmas.
The main objective of the Quiz night
event was to raise much needed
funds to support beneficial projects
of the SVG London Association whilst
promoting

fellowship

among

Vincentian nationals.
Representative of the High Commission, Ms. Marsena Ballantyne, in her welcoming remarks, apologized for the unavoidable
absence of the High Commissioner, H.E. Cenio Lewis, who was attending another function at Coventry that evening. She
further expressed the High Commissioner’s appreciation of the work of the SVG London association and added that “it is the
view of the High Commission that you do what you
do because you are committed to playing a part
in

national

development

in

whatever

way

available to you”.
The quiz exercise was presided by quiz master,
Denzil “LAD” Winsborrow, president of the SVG
London Association. Winners of the night were the
Amazona Guildingi team who produced the
highest score in answering the most questions
correctly, and winning a case of wine. Michelle
James, another member of the Association,
closed off the night in thanking everyone for their
generous support, stating that the event was all
about giving back to St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. ***

Team Amazona Guildingi receiving their prize

HIGH

COMMISSION

FOR

SAINT

VINCENT

Page 18

AND

THE

GRENADINES

THE vincy

Issue 2 - November 2009

INVEST SVG promotes Trade and Investment opportunities in SVG
Invest SVG, St Vincent and the Grenadines investment promotions agency, led a
delegation of representatives to the UK, early November, with the aim of promoting Trade
and Investment opportunities in St Vincent and the Grenadines, to the UK.

One of the events on the programme of the delegation’s visit was a networking session
with UK business personnel.
London, on

17th

The event held at the offices of the High Commission in

November 2009, saw an audience of approximately 90 persons. Astute

Business men and women in the UK braved the inclement weather conditions to
participate in the networking session. The occasion provided opportunity for UK businesses
to learn more, both about the St Vincent and the Grenadines Investment market and

Ms. Cleo Huggins, Executive
Director Invest SVG

business opportunities,

Ms. Cleo Huggins, Executive Director, in her address, spoke of the investment opportunities
that exist in St Vincent and the Grenadines; not only in the area of Tourism but in other areas such as energy, Agro-processing,
ICT etc.
H.E. Cenio Lewis, High Commissioner, took the opportunity
to address the participants at the event and urged them to
visit St Vincent and the Grenadines.

The event, the first of its kind organized by the SVG Invest
Promotions Agency, was done in collaboration with the High
Commission for St Vincent and the Grenadines in London.

Members of the delegation were: Cleo Huggins (Executive
Director of Invest SVG), Ms. Nadine Agard (Invest SVG), Ms.
Tonya Fraser (Invest SVG), Dr. Rudolph Mathias (Argyle
International Airport (AIA) Development Manager), Ms.
Arlette Miller (AIA development) and Mr. Dennis Ambrose

H.E. Cenio Lewis addressing the audience

(Chairman of the St. Vincent and the Grenadines Carnival
Committee).

By all reports, the event was said to a resounding success***

Members of the delegation and staff of the High Commission:
From Left to right: Dennis Ambrose, Tonya Fraser, Cleo
Huggins, Nadine Agard, Arlette Miller, Carolin de Freitas-Sawh,
Bernice Barton, H.E. Cenio Lewis, Marsena Ballantyne, Rudolph
Mathias

Dr. Rudolph Mathias speaking on the Argyle International Airport
Development
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Geest Line -Delivering the Goods

W

ith more than 50 years
experience in the region,
Geest Line is your direct

route to the Caribbean for all your
cargo

needs.

Geest

Line

has

fostered trade links between the
UK and the Caribbean for more
than 50 years and today carries
more cargo between Europe and
the

Windward

and

Leeward

islands than any other shipping
line. The origins of the service lie in
the

shipment

eastbound.

of

bananas

Instead of the ships

returning in ballast, it provided the
perfect

opportunity

for

establishing a general cargo service carrying everything from small packages to large machinery. Geest has been serving St
Vincent since 1954 when Geest Bananas sailed with the first shipment of bananas to be sold in the UK. Since then vessels have
arrived every week to load the ‘Green Gold’ that has become the choice of the UK household. The company and service has
evolved from a fruit only carriage service to a true shipping service delivering goods and food from Europe to Kingstown and
loading bananas and other perishable goods for delivery in the UK.
The flexibility of the service is maintained today, with a wide range of break-bulk and containerised cargoes carried on the
weekly westbound departures, which sail from Portsmouth in the UK and also Le Havre in France. So whether you are shipping a
pallet of goods, a truck, or have a requirement for containers or simply small household cargoes Geest Line is your total shipping
provider.

The Geest Line extends
Best wishes to the
Government and people of St Vincent and
the Grenadines
on their 30th Anniversary of Independence
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Travel News
Changes to baggage allowance:
Vincentian nationals and friends of the Caribbean intending to travel home this Christmas may wish to note that, as of 07 October
2009, British Airways introduced a revised allowance of one (1) piece of checked baggage per passenger travelling
in Economy.
For more information, please visit: http://www.britishairways.com/travel/bagchk/public/en_gb
As of 25th November 2009, Virgin Atlantic will be introducing a revised allowance of one (1) piece of checked
baggage per passenger travelling in Economy.
For more information visit: http://www.virgin-atlantic.com/en/gb/passengerinformation/baggage/newpolicy.jsp
Argyle International Airport Fund:
Persons wishing to contribute to the Argyle International Airport Development Fund may do so through the
High Commission for Saint Vincent and the Grenadines in London.
For more information, please contact the High Commission on Tel: 020 7460 1256.

______________

A Vincy recipe - Breadfruit Salad
INGREDIENTS:

Method:

2 cups cubed, boiled young breadfruit

1.

1 stalk celery, chopped

Combine bolied breadfruit with celery, sweet pepper, and
Onion.

1 small sweet pepper, chopped
1 small Onion, chopped
2 Tbsps. Salad dressing
1 can mixed vegetables, drained
1 tsp. salt

2.

Moisten with salad dressing and toss in mixed vegetables.

3.

Chill for 10 minutes.

4.

Serve on a bed of lettuce

1 head lettuce, separate leaves

22nd November - Thanksgiving Church Service (Luton) National Executive Committee SVGAs Paul Tel: 07909
532027 or SVGA Luton Norris, 01582 504 151.
12th December – 19h00 Christmas Fundraiser; VENUE High Commission for Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
(London New Association, Ladd 020 8467 1992)
For information about these and other events in the UK please contact the High Commission on 020 7460 1256
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The Vincy
Vincy Forum
In our last issue of The Vincy, we asked: “Have you recently travelled to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines?
Let us know what your experience has been”.

Your responses:
I stayed on Bequia a couple years ago and was dying to see the La Soufriere volcano and more than just the tourist version of SVG. I was not
disappointed. After taking the ferry from Bequia at 6 AM, we met our guide -- HazEco Tours -- at the docks in St. Vincent. Cliff took us on a wonderful
winding ride around St. Vincent on our way to the volcano. After driving past banana and sugar cane plantations, we ended up at the base of the volcano
with a short hike through some rain forest. The hike was not for the faint of heart but it was never dangerous. Hiking boots not required but
recommended. Sandals are NOT recommended. The view from the top was spectacular. Well worth the effort and the drive up the coast of St. Vincent. I've
been there twice now and will return again once my daughter is old enough to make the climb. If you are adventurous, you can even climb down into the
crater of La Soufriere but I understand that's possible only on a calm day -- and certainly only with the right group. Thanks to the folks at HazEco - Had
a wonderful time. Can't wait to go back!
Steve
My family and I recently returned from St Vincent and the Grenadines and wanted to say that we thoroughly enjoyed our trip. For some reason, the
islands seemed more attractive than when we first left. We stayed with relatives who ensured that we got a bit of all the food that we missed so much
when we’re not there. We were very pleased to see the major developments taking place and the roads are sooo much better! We weren’t too pleased
about the way the immigration officials took their time searching our bags
but…we can’t wait to go back!
Trophi & Connie
Our trip from Europe was to Trinidad then the Tamarind Beach Hotel then back to Trinidad. The Gentleman Mr. Orman Samuel from the
reservation department was very helpful in finding us the best flight at the lowest cost. After arriving into St. Vincent we travel on the barracuda to
Canouan and was greeted by Andrea. Mr. Samuel and His team make our honeymoon a special one, The Manager Steven should be proud.
Lili

Next Edition:
As we look forward to the year 2010, what are some ways in which St Vincent and
the Grenadines can move forward as a nation?. Please write to:

The Vincy News Letter
High Commission for Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
10 Kensington Court, W8 5DL
We will be happy to print a selection of your responses in our next
edition of The Vincy
(Maximum words – 100)

Become our Facebook Fan – http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/pages/SVG-HighCommission

See our latest commentary on: www.twitter.com/svghighcom

High Commission for Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
10 Kensington Court LONDON W8 5DL.
Telephone:+44 020 7 460 1256 / 020 7565 2874 . Fax: +44 020 7937 6040. E-mail: office@svghighcom.co.uk
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Discover tthe
he islands of
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Owia Salt Pond, St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Mustique

Anchorage Yacht Club, Union Island

Admiralty Bay, Bequia

Jet Port, Canouan

Visit SVG Tourism’s new website:
we site: www. discoversvg.com
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St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Land of the Blessed

Celebrating 30 years of Independence

Rabacca River 2005

Rabacca River 2007

The Argyle International Airport under construction

The E.T. Joshua Airport

HIGH

COMMISSION

FOR

SAINT

VINCENT

AND

THE

GRENADINES

